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– North White Creek vs. Cambridge Corners, 1761 to 1866

– Union Academy of White Creek  vs. Cambridge Washington Academy 
– 1886 Zoom-able map of Cambridge

– A Village (Still) Divided - 1873

– Cambridge Union Free School, 1891 to 1947
– Class photos

– One-room schoolhouses in Cambridge, Jackson, and White Creek

– Acknowledgements
• Cambridge Historical Society Archives (Mary Anne McAvoy and Dena Lowe)
• Washington County Post (Dave Thornton)
• Cambridge Public Library
• Washington County Historical Society, Fort Edward
• Hundreds of others

Agenda – History of Cambridge Schools
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Timeline of Events

1761 Cambridge Patent granted
1772 Cambridge District formed
1784 NYS Regents created
1788 Cambridge became a Town in Albany county 
1791 Town of Cambridge annexed to Washington county
1791 First academy in Washington county (Salem)
1795 Act of Encouragement of Schools
1797 North White Creek post office created

1799
William Hay gave land/house for first Cambridge Washington 
Academy (2nd academy in Washington county)

1799
Residents of North White Creek angry about location of 
Washington Academy

1800 Stevenson's Corners (Coila) settled
1810 Union Academy of White Creek created

1812
Law of 1812 - allowed for formation of schools districts in 
towns

1814 NYS Rate Bill

1814
Petitioned NYS Regents to incorporate Washington Academy

1815 Washington Academy opened new building

1816
Town of Cambridge separated into towns of Cambridge, 
Jackson, and White Creek 

1822 White Creek post office created
1823 Centre White Creek post office created
1824 

to 
1827

Washington Academy closed - financial troubles

1829 Cambridge post office created
1829 Centre Cambridge post office created
1829 Buskirk's Bridge post office created
1836 Union Village (Greenwich) Academy built
1842 Old Boarding House opened as M issionary Institute

1844 Washington Academy addition
mid

1800's
Union Academy of White Creek ceased operation

1850 North Cambridge post office created

1850

Population: 
Town of White Creek = 2107
Town of Cambridge = 2165
Village of Cambridge = 500
Village of North White Creek = 700

1852 Rutland & Washington Railroad opened
1853 NYS passed Union Free Schools act
1866 Village of Cambridge incorporated
1870 Greenwich & Johnsonville Railroad opened
1872 Cambridge Washington Academy closed

1873
Washington Academy building became Union Free School of 
the West District

1873
Putnam Institute became Union Free School of the East 
District

1878 Hubbard Hall built
1890 Voted to form single united school district
1891 Cambridge Union School opened
1892 Rice M ansion built
1899 Putnam Institute torn down
1899 Hitchcock Building opened
1914 Cambridge Union School addition
1919 M ary M cClellan Hospital opened
1922 Cambridge Washington Academy torn down
1927 NYS Central School Act
1927 Cambridge Union School - girls phys ed
1933 Cambridge Union School - boys phys ed
1937 276 schools in Washington county
1944 Cambridge Central School District #10 created

1946
Hitchcock property on South Park purchased by school 
district

1947 Cambridge Union School burned
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– Honorable James S Smart’s welcome address

“Cambridge … it boasts not of its looms, it 
points to you no row of splendid houses, nor 
calls your attention to the hum of busy 
concerns, but it invites you to view a valley as 
fair as the land of promise, to look at the 
wood-crowned hills which cluster about it as 
emeralds set about a diamond”

Cambridge Centennial - 1873
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1858 Map of Cambridge and North White Creek

Red
Washington Academy (1814)
Future Putnam Institute (1872)

Green
Cambridge schoolhouse (????)
North White Creek schoolhouse (????)

Blue
Future Union Free School (1891)
Future Central School (1950)
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1858 Map of Cambridge Corners – District No. 1

Cambridge Common School
• School Street used to connect South 

Union Street and Academy Street, just 
north of George Robertson’s house

• Schoolhouse was dismantled by XXX. 
Moved to the North Cambridge Road 
(CR60). A private residence today

Cambridge Washington Academy
• In 1799 was between South Union 

Street and Academy Street

• In 1814 a brick structure was built on 
corner of Academy and Pleasant Street

• Pleasant Street and Myrtle Ave were cut 
when the Academy addition was built in 
1844

Missionary Institute
• Old Boarding House on West Main 

(Farrell residence today)

• Prepare men for Christian ministry

• Coila United Presbyterian congregation 
was involved

• Not sure it was ever used as school



Ken Gottry    8

1858 Map of North White Creek – District No. 10

N.W.C Common School
• Oldest school building 

still standing in the 
village

• Red brick house on west 
side of North Park street 
across from cemetery

• Built early in 1800’s and 
was in use as a school 
as late as 1880.

Putnam Institute
• Set back on the west 

side of South Park street, 
behind where Whipple 
City Pizza is today. 

• John Pope Putnam was 
grandson of General 
Israel Putnam

• In 1870’s Mrs. Putnam 
had in this house “the 
Pitcairn pistols” that had 
fired the Shot Heard 
Round the World at 
Lexington in 1775.
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Timeline of Events

1761 Cambridge Patent granted
1772 Cambridge District formed
1784 NYS Regents created
1788 Cambridge became a Town in Albany county 
1791 Town of Cambridge annexed to Washington county
1791 First academy in Washington county (Salem)
1795 Act of Encouragement of Schools
1797 North White Creek post office created

1799
William Hay gave land/house for first Cambridge Washington 
Academy (2nd academy in Washington county)

1799
Residents of North White Creek angry about location of 
Washington Academy

1800 Stevenson's Corners (Coila) settled
1810 Union Academy of White Creek created

1812
Law of 1812 - allowed for formation of schools districts in 
towns

1814 NYS Rate Bill

1814
Petitioned NYS Regents to incorporate Washington Academy

1815 Washington Academy opened new building

1816
Town of Cambridge separated into towns of Cambridge, 
Jackson, and White Creek 

1822 White Creek post office created
1823 Centre White Creek post office created
1824 

to 
1827

Washington Academy closed - financial troubles

1829 Cambridge post office created
1829 Centre Cambridge post office created
1829 Buskirk's Bridge post office created
1836 Union Village (Greenwich) Academy built
1842 Old Boarding House opened as M issionary Institute

1844 Washington Academy addition
mid

1800's
Union Academy of White Creek ceased operation

1850 North Cambridge post office created

1850

Population: 
Town of White Creek = 2107
Town of Cambridge = 2165
Village of Cambridge = 500
Village of North White Creek = 700

1852 Rutland & Washington Railroad opened
1853 NYS passed Union Free Schools act
1866 Village of Cambridge incorporated
1870 Greenwich & Johnsonville Railroad opened
1872 Cambridge Washington Academy closed

1873
Washington Academy building became Union Free School of 
the West District

1873
Putnam Institute became Union Free School of the East 
District

1878 Hubbard Hall built
1890 Voted to form single united school district
1891 Cambridge Union School opened
1892 Rice M ansion built
1899 Putnam Institute torn down
1899 Hitchcock Building opened
1914 Cambridge Union School addition
1919 M ary M cClellan Hospital opened
1922 Cambridge Washington Academy torn down
1927 NYS Central School Act
1927 Cambridge Union School - girls phys ed
1933 Cambridge Union School - boys phys ed
1937 276 schools in Washington county
1944 Cambridge Central School District #10 created

1946
Hitchcock property on South Park purchased by school 
district

1947 Cambridge Union School burned
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1815 Cambridge Washington Academy

Cambridge Washington Academy

– Original building erected 1799 after heated 
vote with North White Creek over location

– 1814 Petitioned NYS Regents. Built new 
40’x60’ brick building for $2300. Had 11’ 
ceiling on first floor and 16.5’ ceilings on 
second floor. Opened 1815

– Closed for financial troubles 1824-1827

– Built 24’x48’ brick addition in 1844 for 
$4000. Had 128 scholars (55 female)

– Corner of what is now Academy Street and 
Pleasant Street

– Scholars from all over US, plus Cuba and 
Spain

– Closed in 1872. Became Union Free School 
of the West District in 1873. Closed for 
good in 1891

– Demolished in 1922. Bricks used to build 
vacation cottages on Schroon Lake

– Graduates include Gov George N Briggs 
(MA), Gov Hiland Hall (VT), and Senator 
Joel Talmadge (NY)
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1868 Cambridge Washington Academy – 155 Scholars

Name Residence
John Arnott Coila
George Arnott Coila
George A Arnott* Coila
James A Arnott Coila
Clarence B Aumock Cambridge
Theodore Acker Sing-Sing
Edward S Alexander Jackson
William Ackley Shushan
William D Barr Cambridge
Charles Brownell Cambridge
Frank Brownell Cambridge
James H Buck Cambridge
Webster Bockes Cambridge
John Blair Cambridge
Anson R Brackett Cincinnati, OH
Benjamin David Crocker Cambridge
Ensign S Culver Cambridge
John H Curtis* Cambridge
Lyman A Chandler Shushan
Henry R Coulter Cambridge
George Coulter Cambridge
Warren S Curtis* Cambridge
C Henry Carpenter Cambridge
Byron E Center Eagle Bridge
William Cleveland Shushan
Edward C Darby* North Adams, M A
Henry Day Cambridge
George Ferguson East Greenwich
William Ferguson Cambridge
Frederick Fowler Cambridge
William J Gow Coila
William Harper Coila
William H Howden Cambridge
William D Hoyt Cambridge
Fitz G Hall Cambridge
William Herrick Cambridge
Walter King Coila
James L King* Cambridge
George R King Cambridge

Name Residence
John R Lepper* Amsterdam
Frederick B Livingston Cambridge
William A Livingston Cambridge
Henry H Lovejoy Cambridge
John B Long Cambridge
Thomas D LeGrys Cambridge
Henry M arshall* Jackson
William A M arshall Jackson
Zachary T M aynard Waterloo
John M cClellan Coila
George M cM illan Jackson
John M cM illan Jackson
James E M cLean Jackson
John M cWhorter Cambridge
Alfred M cClellan Cambridge
James J Nelson Cambridge
James E Porter Cambridge
George F Priest Cambridge
Charles W Pruyn Cambridge
Larmon P Pruyn Cambridge
L Church Piser Cambridge
Henry Qua Cambridge
DeWitt Qua Cambridge
John C Qua Cambridge
Charles H Qua Cambridge
D Stephen Randall Cambridge
James Robless Glens Falls
True Robinson Cambridge
James M  Stewart* Cambridge
Herbert A Starbuck White Creek
James L Shiland Cambridge
Edward Skellie Cambridge
Henry A Skinner Cambridge
Daniel T Steele Salem
George W Stewart Cambridge
Samuel M  Stevenson Coila
Henry Thompson Jackson
Charles E Tingue Cambridge
Edwin Vandenburg Eagle Bridge
Thomas Weir Coila

Name Residence
James D Weir Cambridge
Louis P Worth Cambridge
Edward C Woodworth Cambridge
William H Warner Cambridge
Carwin E Whitcomb* Centre White Creek
Libbie H Ackley Cambridge
Anna M  Arnott Coila
M ary H Arnott Jackson
M aggie L Ballantine* West Hebron
Sarah A Brownell Junius
M ary C Barnes Cambridge
Cora Barnes Cambridge
M ina Buck Cambridge
Clara Curtis Cambridge
Sarah A Culver Cambridge
Amelia E Day* Cambridge
Anna M  Duncan Jackson
Sophia H Dobbin Cambridge
R Nettie Dyer Centre White Creek
M arietta Gillette Jackson
M ary F Fuller* Cambridge
Fannie A Fuller* Cambridge
M ary Finn Cambridge
Jennie Fowler Cambridge
Libbie Foster Coila
Lucy Gow Coila
Jennie Gordon Coila
M ary Hall Cambridge
Julia E Livingston* Cambridge
Sarah M  Lee* Cambridge
Emma Lee Cambridge
Isabella M cClellan Coila
Jennie A M axwell Jackson
Jennie E M cArthur Jackson
Anna J Neher* Cambridge
mary G Nelson Cambridge
Almira Odell Cambridge
M aggie A Qua Cambridge
Florence Randall North Hoosick
Emma E Rice Cambridge
Addie C Russell Cambridge

Name Residence
Ella Robertson Cambridge
Addie Robertson Cambridge
Sarah Robertson Cambridge
Cornie A Selfridge Coila
Annie Simpson Cambridge
Eliza A Stevens* Cambridge
Effie Stevens Cambridge
Fannie W Stevenson* Coila
Cornelia Stevenson Coila
Ida C Sweet Cambridge
Nellie Sweet Arlington, VT
Ella M  Sanderson Cambridge
Sarah W Shiland* Coila
Jennie A Short* Cambridge
Sarah Slason Cambridge
Libbie Slason Cambridge
Sarah E Skellie* Cambridge
Anna M  Skellie* Cambridge
Julia F Skinner Cambridge
Sarah Skinner North Cambridge
Emma Snow Cambridge
Lizzie Stevens Cambridge
Elenora Tracy Cambridge
Clara A Towne Cambridge
Ella R Weir Cambridge
Sarah E Weir* Cambridge
M  Louisa Wells North Greenwich
Lena M  Wright* Cambridge
Emma J Worth Cambridge
Nellie N Whitcomb* Centre White Creek
M ary E Waters* Coila
Anna Waters* Coila
Louisa Weir* Cambridge
Jessie E Wells Cambridge
Jennie Wright Cambridge

* = Academic students who have 
passed the exams required by the 
Regents of the University
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1868 Cambridge Washington Academy

Residence Female M ale Total
Amsterdam 1 1
Arlington, VT 1 1
Cambridge 47 52 99
Centre White Creek 2 1 3
Cincinnati, OH 1 1
Coila 11 10 21
Eagle Bridge 2 2
East Greenwich 1 1
Glens Falls 1 1
Jackson 5 7 12
Junius 1 1
North Adams, M A 1 1
North Cambridge 1 1
North Greenwich 1 1
North Hoosick 1 1
Salem 1 1
Shushan 3 3
Sing-Sing 1 1
Waterloo 1 1
West Hebron 1 1
White Creek 1 1
Total 71 84 155

Trustees Elected
John M  Stevenson 29-M ar-1844
Rev William B Shortt 19-M ay-1855
James E Small 15-Jun-1857
Freeman A Fuller 15-Jun-1857
Calvin Skinner 4-Sep-1857
Rev Henry Gordon 30-M ar-1860
Thomas Shiland 9-Oct-1861
Rev Charles H Taylor 9-Oct-1861
Berry Long 31-Jul-1862
Harry Carpenter 25-Jan-1865
Daniel M  Westfall 4-Dec-1865
Hermon K Sharpe 22-Oct-1867

From To
Fall Term Wed 2-Sep-1868 Tue 8-Dec-1868
Winter Term Wed 9-Dec-1868 Tue 23-M ar-1869
Summer Term Wed 7-Apr-1869 Tue 13-Jul-1869

Expenses
Tuition to Common English branches $5.00 per term
Tuition to Higher English branches $8.00 "
Tuition to Latin and Greek $8.00 "
Tuition to Primary Department $3.50 "
Indicental expenses $0.50 "
Use of Library $0.50 per year

Extras
Tuition in the French language $4.00 per term
Tuition in Oil Painting $12.00 "
Tuition in Water Color or M onocromatic $5.00 "
Tuition in Penciling or Crayoning $5.00 "
Tuition in M usic (Piano or M elodeon) $12.00 "
use of Piano $3.00 "
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1810 Union Academy of White Creek

Union Academy of White Creek

– Created in 1810 because 
residents of North White Creek 
were angry over location of 
Cambridge Washington 
Academy

– Ceased operation in mid 
1800’s. Not listed in 1849-50 
Gazetteer

– Building later used by 
Professor Lyman Cross for his 
private or select school

– I can’t find Lyman Cross on 
1858 or 1866 map of 
Cambridge

– Sketch is by XXX, courtesy of 
YYY
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1886 Map of Cambridge – using MrSID

Panoramic Maps
Many are familiar with this 
panoramic map of Cambridge, 
which is dated 1886. You can 
even download a copy of this map 
from the Library of Congress to 
your computer 

MrSID Technology
While that may sound like fun in 
and of itself, the real excitement 
comes when using the MrSID
plug-in for your Internet Explorer 
web browser. The MrSID
technology was developed at 
University of New Hampshire and 
allows a photo to be enlarged to 
many times its original size 
without losing its crispness. This 
section of the map was enlarged 
many times so that I could see 
how my house at 39 East Main 
Street looked in 1886 

Complete details available on our 
website at

http://CHS.gottry.com
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Timeline of Events

1761 Cambridge Patent granted
1772 Cambridge District formed
1784 NYS Regents created
1788 Cambridge became a Town in Albany county 
1791 Town of Cambridge annexed to Washington county
1791 First academy in Washington county (Salem)
1795 Act of Encouragement of Schools
1797 North White Creek post office created

1799
William Hay gave land/house for first Cambridge Washington 
Academy (2nd academy in Washington county)

1799
Residents of North White Creek angry about location of 
Washington Academy

1800 Stevenson's Corners (Coila) settled
1810 Union Academy of White Creek created

1812
Law of 1812 - allowed for formation of schools districts in 
towns

1814 NYS Rate Bill

1814
Petitioned NYS Regents to incorporate Washington Academy

1815 Washington Academy opened new building

1816
Town of Cambridge separated into towns of Cambridge, 
Jackson, and White Creek 

1822 White Creek post office created
1823 Centre White Creek post office created
1824 

to 
1827

Washington Academy closed - financial troubles

1829 Cambridge post office created
1829 Centre Cambridge post office created
1829 Buskirk's Bridge post office created
1836 Union Village (Greenwich) Academy built
1842 Old Boarding House opened as M issionary Institute

1844 Washington Academy addition
mid

1800's
Union Academy of White Creek ceased operation

1850 North Cambridge post office created

1850

Population: 
Town of White Creek = 2107
Town of Cambridge = 2165
Village of Cambridge = 500
Village of North White Creek = 700

1852 Rutland & Washington Railroad opened
1853 NYS passed Union Free Schools act
1866 Village of Cambridge incorporated
1870 Greenwich & Johnsonville Railroad opened
1872 Cambridge Washington Academy closed

1873
Washington Academy building became Union Free School of 
the West District

1873
Putnam Institute became Union Free School of the East 
District

1878 Hubbard Hall built
1890 Voted to form single united school district
1891 Cambridge Union School opened
1892 Rice M ansion built
1899 Putnam Institute torn down
1899 Hitchcock Building opened
1914 Cambridge Union School addition
1919 M ary M cClellan Hospital opened
1922 Cambridge Washington Academy torn down
1927 NYS Central School Act
1927 Cambridge Union School - girls phys ed
1933 Cambridge Union School - boys phys ed
1937 276 schools in Washington county
1944 Cambridge Central School District #10 created

1946
Hitchcock property on South Park purchased by school 
district

1947 Cambridge Union School burned
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1873 – What a Year It Was

The East Enders retaliated by purchasing the J. P. Putnam estate, converting it into the Putnam Institute, and making it the Union 
Free School of the East District.

September

West Enders came prepared to this meeting, showing up with a petition signed by two-thirds of its voters. 

Unfortunately, the petition didn’t support joining with the East to form a single school district, but rather joining the West End and 
Coila!

Finally a vote on the original resolution was held. It was soundly approved by the East End 34-7 and soundly defeated by the 
West End 98-8. 

After the meeting adjourned, the West Enders weren’t done. They gathered at Ackley Hall, argued and complained about the East 
Enders, and finally voted 130-26 to go ahead without the East End.

The West End leased the old Washington Academy, making it the Union Free School of the West District.

August

Considered an alternative of building a Union Free School under the State Education Law of 1853. They met at the engine house, 
neutral ground between the East and the West. 

East Enders, perhaps remembering how they had been outnumbered in the 1799 vote that decided the location of the 
Washington Academy, showed up in force. The West Enders, lacking a quorum, had to scurry around the neighborhood to locate 
more voters to form their quorum.

A vote on the resolution to build the Union Free School halfway between Washington Street and Blair’s Brook (Owl Kill) was 
tabled until the next meeting. 

July

Five men were elected to the first Board of Education. A general election was held and the Cambridge School Bill was defeated 
195-128. 

June 18

Governor signed the Cambridge School Bill after meeting with (you guessed it) two large delegations from the village. The final 
bill required a general village election to determine building location and amount to be spent

May

Bill had passed the Assembly and moved to the NYS Senate. Once again, two large delegations descended upon the state 
capital. 

April

Cambridge School Bill drafted and sent to the NYS Assembly. Two large delegations from Cambridge went to Albany to be heard 
… one group for the bill, the other against it.

February

Cambridge would have to wait 20 more years before forming a single, united school district 
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Timeline of Events

1761 Cambridge Patent granted
1772 Cambridge District formed
1784 NYS Regents created
1788 Cambridge became a Town in Albany county 
1791 Town of Cambridge annexed to Washington county
1791 First academy in Washington county (Salem)
1795 Act of Encouragement of Schools
1797 North White Creek post office created

1799
William Hay gave land/house for first Cambridge Washington 
Academy (2nd academy in Washington county)

1799
Residents of North White Creek angry about location of 
Washington Academy

1800 Stevenson's Corners (Coila) settled
1810 Union Academy of White Creek created

1812
Law of 1812 - allowed for formation of schools districts in 
towns

1814 NYS Rate Bill

1814
Petitioned NYS Regents to incorporate Washington Academy

1815 Washington Academy opened new building

1816
Town of Cambridge separated into towns of Cambridge, 
Jackson, and White Creek 

1822 White Creek post office created
1823 Centre White Creek post office created
1824 

to 
1827

Washington Academy closed - financial troubles

1829 Cambridge post office created
1829 Centre Cambridge post office created
1829 Buskirk's Bridge post office created
1836 Union Village (Greenwich) Academy built
1842 Old Boarding House opened as M issionary Institute

1844 Washington Academy addition
mid

1800's
Union Academy of White Creek ceased operation

1850 North Cambridge post office created

1850

Population: 
Town of White Creek = 2107
Town of Cambridge = 2165
Village of Cambridge = 500
Village of North White Creek = 700

1852 Rutland & Washington Railroad opened
1853 NYS passed Union Free Schools act
1866 Village of Cambridge incorporated
1870 Greenwich & Johnsonville Railroad opened
1872 Cambridge Washington Academy closed

1873
Washington Academy building became Union Free School of 
the West District

1873
Putnam Institute became Union Free School of the East 
District

1878 Hubbard Hall built
1890 Voted to form single united school district
1891 Cambridge Union School opened
1892 Rice M ansion built
1899 Putnam Institute torn down
1899 Hitchcock Building opened
1914 Cambridge Union School addition
1919 M ary M cClellan Hospital opened
1922 Cambridge Washington Academy torn down
1927 NYS Central School Act
1927 Cambridge Union School - girls phys ed
1933 Cambridge Union School - boys phys ed
1937 276 schools in Washington county
1944 Cambridge Central School District #10 created

1946
Hitchcock property on South Park purchased by school 
district

1947 Cambridge Union School burned
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1891 Cambridge Union Free School

Cambridge Union Free School

– Built in 1891. First time 
Cambridge’s East and 
West Districts were united 
in one school

– Destroyed by suspicious
fire in 1947

– Addition (annex) built in 
1914. Currently CCS bus 
garage

– Rifle range on the third 
floor
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Cambridge High School – 7th Class of 19??

(rows counted from back) 
FirstRow from left: Howard Mitchell, Mark Collamer, Teacher Miss Ethel Moseley, Harry Curtis, Henry Weir. 
SecondRow from left: Mason Clapp, Joseph ??, Robert Coulter, Walter LeGrys, John Curtis, Bertha Weir, Ella R??, Anita ???. 
ThirdRow from left: Mabel Hodge, Stella Upton, Elizabeth Meader, Alice Barnaby, Anna Pratt, Sarah Green, Bertha Hanna. 
BottomRow from left: Kate Campbell, Helen Vetal, Bessie Chipman, Edith Benedict, Lena Center, Matal Alexander, Mary Parrish, 

Edna Beattie, Eleanor Coulter. 
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Cambridge High School –Class of 19??

Marion Meader’s Class
Back row: John H Kingsley, Professor, Eva Carpenter, teacher
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Cambridge High School – 1915 Basketball Team

James Meader right end front row
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Cambridge High School – 1913 Football Team

James Meader holding football
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Cambridge High School – 1912 Football Team

BackRow from left: William Murray, Franklin Hart, Ashton Charles, Robert A Meader, Malcolm 
Shields, Clarence Cook, Robert Kerr, Theodore Buckley, Louis Kellogg. 

FrontRow from left: Edward Wortley, D Harry Pratt, Nelson L Meader, James H Meader, John 
Buckley, George Wright, Raymond Ford, Jerome ???, Harry Jarrett, Robert McWhorter



Ken Gottry    28

Cambridge High School – 19?? Track Team

James H Meader, front row middle
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Cambridge High School – 19?? Track Team

James H Meader, front row second from left
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Cambridge High School - Class of 1914 

Marion Meader’s Class
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Indian Dancers in “Prada” – Ackley Opera House

Luther Ochampaugh, Lee Ashton, Leona Rice Meade, Helen Gilbert, Claude Graves, Abba Hurd (Anton), Leroy 
Holden, MrsHarry Hedges - Chaperone, Ethel Kinard, Harry Curtis, James H Meader, Elizabeth Meader
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Indian Dancers in “Prada” – Ackley Opera House

BackRow from left: Lee Ashton, Leroy Holden, Luther Ochampaugh, Harry Curtis, James H Meader, Claude Graves. 
FrontRow from left: Abba Hurd (Anton), Elizabeth M Meader, Ethel Kinard, Helen Gilbert, Leona Rice Meade. 
CenterFront: Mrs Irene Hoyt Hedges - Chaperone
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Cambridge High School - Class of 1940 
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– 40% of district expense paid by State Aid

– “New math” used to compute the number of students when reporting attendance for 
State Aid. For example in Cambridge,

• There were 514 children of school age in the entire town

• Cambridge told NYS it had taught 615 students
• NYS education inspectors found 555 students listed on teacher’s list

• NYS education inspectors found 343 students present

– Many smaller districts only stay open for 4 months, just long enough to get their 
State Aid

– Some schools were vacant in winter (cold) and summer (farming)

1845 NYS Report on Washington County Schools

$10053081561314White Creek

$835235484119Jackson

$9452461551414Cambridge

Education 
expense, not 
including 
teacher board

Average 
number of 
actual students 
per school

Number of 
students 
reported for 
State Aid

Number of kids 
ages 5-16 in 
district

Number of 
schools in 
district
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– In 1844 teacher certification standards were stiffened

– Weak school districts employed “cheap teachers”, so that the amount of their wages didn’t 
exceed the district’s proportionate share of public money, thereby avoiding the necessity of a 
rate bill. 

– Rate Bill of 1814 was in conflict with the Union Free School Act of 1853. Rate Bill was finally 
repealed in 1869

• I haven’t read the details of the Rate Bill yet but it appears citizens were taxed only if they 
had students in the school. If that’s the case, then parents had to spend money to send 
their children to either a Common Schools or an Academy.

• The two differences were
– No State Aid for Academies, thus the total expenses that had to be covered by parent’s 

fees were higher than at a Common School
– Lesser qualified teachers in Common Schools presumably because teachers at 

Academies were paid more
• I *think* the Union Free School Act of 1853 laid the groundwork so that all schools could 

get State Aid. I *think* it did this by taxing all citizens even those who did not have children 
in school. I think many districts converted their academies into Union Free Schools. For 
example, Greenwich bought its Washington Academy in 1869 and converted it into its 
Union School

(obviously lots more research is needed here)

Teacher Certification

40%33%12%15%1867

10%45%45%0%1845

3rd Class (no 
formal training)

2nd class1st class 
(highest level)

Applicants who 
were refused 
certification
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Cambridge
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Cambridge

District Location
1 School Street - between South Union and Academy Street

2
Coila (NY372) - just west of Virtue's Trailers - in 1960's it
was hauled across street and attached to back to Coila Church

3 Greenwich Road (NY372) Schoolhouse Hill
4 Greenwich Road (NY372) and North Cambridge Road (CR60)
5 South Cambridge CR74 and CR59A
6
7 Brownell Road - Vly Summit
8 Stump Church Road and North Cambridge Road (CR60)
9
10 Kenyon Road and Gillis Road
11
12 Center Cambridge Road (CR59) and English Road
13 South Cambridge  
14 King Road and Belle Road
15
16 King Road and Green Road

Town of Cambridge - 1866
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1866 Schoolhouses – North Half of Town of Cambridge

Schoolhouse Hill
Greenwich Road
Stevenson Road

End of Stump
Church Road

Just West of 
Virtue’s Trailers

Intersection Greenwich Road
North Cambridge Road (CR60)

Intersection Kenyon Road
Gillis Road (no longer goes
through to CR60)
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1866 Schoolhouses – South Half of Town of Cambridge

Center Cambridge Road (CR59)
English Road

King Road at end of
Green Road

King Road just before 
Belle Road

Brownell Road
Vly Summit

South Cambridge
CR74 & CR59A
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Jackson
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Jackson

District Location
1
2 Dunbar Road and Rouse Road
3
4
5 Keys Road

6
NY22 north of Fish Hatchery Road 
(current Town Hall)

7 NY313 and Plains Road
8 NY313 just south of Eagleville Road
9 Lake Lauderdale (Schoolhouse Pond)
?? Dunbar Road  
?? Sutherland Road and Dobbin Road

Town of Jackson - 1866
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Jackson – North Half

Lake Lauderdale
(Schoolhouse Pond)

NY Route 22
Keys Road

NY Route 313 just before
Eagleville Road

Sutherland Road and
Dobbin Hill Road
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Jackson District No 9 - Lauderdale

Back row (left to r ight): Blanch Qua, Ralph Qua, Gertrude McGeoch, Elizabeth Safford (teacher), William Hill, Ella Beaty (Richards)
Middle Row (left to r ight): James Stanton, mark Kenyon, Winifred Stanton, Marie Moon (Cary, Atkins), Marjorie Moon (Hunter), 

Florence Qua, Arno Wilson, Fayette Qua
Front Row (left to r ight): Ernest Austin, Warrant Beaty

This schoolhouse was built 
in 1847 and still stands 
today on the northeast shore 
of Lake Lauderdale. In fact, 
you can rent it as a vacation 
cottage

This photo was taken about 
1918

During my research, I 
interviewed Charlie Ackley 
who was the top student in 
the 8

th
Grade class of 1932 

… wait a minute, he was 
the only student in that 
grade!
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of Jackson – South Half

Plains Road
NY Route 313

NY Route 22 - Current 
Town of Jackson Meeting House

Dunbar Road
Rouse Road

Dunbar Road
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of White Creek
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of White Creek

District Location
1
2
3 Turnpike Road - Grandma M oses Schoolhouse
4
5 White Creek Road (CR68) and Lincoln Hill Road
6 Shaker Hollow Road
7 Center Road - Rod & Gun Club
8 Chestnut Hill Road and M cKie Hollow Road
9 Ash Grove Road and Chestnut Hill Road

10
North Park Street - red brick house - still
standing - oldest schoolhouse in Cambridge

11 Ash Grove Road and Black Hole Hollow Road
12
13

14
Turnpike Road and Duell Hollow Road 
(Gospel Lighthouse Church)

?? M eeting House Road
?? White Creek Road (CR68) and North Hoosick Road

Town of White Creek - 1866
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of White Creek – North Half

Ash Grove Road
Black Hole Hollow Road

Chestnut Hill Road
McKie Hollow Road

Ash Grove Road
Chestnut Hill Road
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1866 Schoolhouses –Town of White Creek – South Half

Lincoln Hill Road
Notch Road

Meeting House Road

Shaker Hollow Road

Turnpike Road
Brownell Corner Road
(Gospel Lighthouse Church)

White Creek Road (CR68)
North Hoosick Road

White Creek Road (CR68)
Lincoln Hill Road

Turnpike Road
Grandma Moses Schoolhouse

Center Road
Rod & Gun Club


